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The Honorable Brian Kemp
Governor, State of Georgia
206 Washington Street
Suite 203, State Capitol
Atlanta, GA 30334

Dear Governor Kemp:

I am writing this letter to request Georgia’s timeline to apply for the Pandemic Electronic Benefit
Transfer (P-EBT) program for School Year 2021-2022. As you know, Georgia’s participation in
the P-EBT program over the previous two years has prevented hundreds of thousands of children
from going hungry across our state, and prematurely cutting off access to this vital form of food
assistance will have a devastating impact on Georgia’s families.

Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer (P-EBT) was first established by Congress as a response to
remote schooling and reduction of school hours due to the COVID-19 pandemic for children who
receive free or reduced-price meals, with the federal government covering 100 percent of
administrative costs. This program was authorized by the Families First Coronavirus Response
Act (FFCRA) and allowed states to provide funding to those children who temporarily lost access
to school meals. The monetary value, $6.82 per day', of missed breakfast, lunch, and snack is
provided to kids and their families, and throughout the pandemic the P-EBT program has prevented
children nationwide from food insecurity during remote schooling. The measurable impact of this
program includes a 30 percent reduction in food hardship for low-income children in the week
following benefit issuance.?

During the summer months, children are most vulnerable to food insecurity since schools are out
of session and summer meal programs only reach a small percentage of children. If a state’s plan
for P-EBT is approved by U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), then any child eligible for free
or reduced-priced meals is eligible for P-EBT benefits over the summer. States who do not have
an approved plan are putting children’s access to food during the summer months in jeopardy.
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State leaders should take advantage of every opportunity to prevent children in our communities
from going hungry. Food insecurity negatively affects a child’s development by potentially
creating irreversible damages. The psychological aspect of food insecurity takes a heavy toll on
children and the pattern of unpredictable meals can lead to high anxiety and stress for both children
and caregivers.** Stress and nutritional deficiencies can alter a child’s brain architecture leading
to a weak foundation for learning, behavior, and health.® By submitting and being approved, the
state of Georgia will be able to immediately and directly counteract child food insecurity through
P-EBT.

In Georgia, the total participation in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) in FY21 was
819,160 children and preliminary participation numbers for the School Breakfast Program in FY21
was 554,334 children.” This means that over 800,000 children are at risk of losing out on federally
funded nutrition assistance this summer if the state does not take action.

Once again, it is vital that Georgia promptly submits a state plan for P-EBT so that children can
be fed during these upcoming summer months and be protected from the harmful effects of food
insecurity. During times like these we must use all resources possible to protect children.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and I appreciate your response.

Ly Merseth

Lucy McBath
Member of Congress
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